PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

the greatest honesty and in conformity with what had
actually happened, was a weapon which might be turned
against us, since if the Nationalists considered that the
defeat of Communism was their chief mission in Spain, and
we declared that circumstances had made us help them in
this, the very thing that they considered fundamental
would run the risk of losing its value through what we had
done, since it was obvious that if we had suppressed what
they thought the greatest danger to Spain their political
victory would suffer a severe blow, and consequently their
military victory also.

If the principles in the document quoted are to be
analysed one must take the following facts into con-
sideration. Admittedly the Nationalist Government was
perpetually talking about "one Spain, great and free,55
but we who knew the truth of the matter could not give
much credit to these declarations. The bare-faced
intervention of Italy, and the more discreet, but more
dangerous, intervention of Germany, were no secrets, nor
was the military appropriation by Italy and Germany of
the Balearic and Canary Islands. Nor could it have been a
secret from anybody that Germany and Italy are not a pair
of romantically-minded nations who might be acting from
idealistic motives, and that neither was economically in a
position to be generous. We knew their intervention in
Spain had as its principal objects to squeeze the udders of
the Spanish people and at the same time indulge in a form
of international speculation, in which Spain was being
used to weigh the balance and threaten European
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